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F&'cnchjmain-znyl/lufctei and think my time well fpent in receiving a full 
fatisfaction of theungroundednefsof my opinion ; and readily fubmit to the 
Author , with a grateful acknowledgement of my Obligation to any one, that 
(hall rc&ifie me in my mifta.kc , if it be one, 

Obfervabks 
Touching Petrification. 

T Hough much hath been already faid and written of Petrification , yet 
'tis conceived , that all that comes fo far fhort of a competent flock for 
the compofing of aperfeft Eiftoryof Fetr'if 'cation , that the incompletenefs 
thereof ought to awaken the more diligent attention of the Curious, and to 
call in their aid for Additions , thereby fo to increafe and to complete the 
Materials for that work , that it may the better feive to clear and make out 
the Caufe of that Tranfmutation. And that the rather,becaufe if it lay in the 
power of humane Skill (by the knowledge of Nature's works) to raiie 
Petrification y or to allay, or prevent it, or to order and direft it (which 
perchance in time might be attained the faid way ) much ufe might be made of 
this Art] efpecially it it could be made applicable to hinder the Generation 
o? the Stone and Gravel in humane Bodies, or to diflblve the Stone , where 
'tis formed ; befides other valuable Ufes , that might be excogitated. 

Upon this Confideration , care ts y and further will be taken in thefe Papers, 
to record, among other Obfervables of Nature , what fhall be communi-' 
catedof this kind of Change. 

In Numb. i. 2. and 5. tevecal Relations have been made belonging to this 
Argument. Much of it, together with considerable Reflections may be 
iecn in Mr. Boyle's Ejj\iy olFirmnefs : In Belmont Je Lithiafi^ where, amorg 
other remarques , is recited the Teftimonyof Partus , of a Petrified Child 
feenat/W/i, and by the Owner ufed for a whetftonex In Deufingiuss Hi- 
lloria Infant is in Aldomine invemi , & in dtiritiem lapideam converfi : In 
Mr. Floods Micrography , and in others. To omit now , what has been 
related ( but perhaps not well enough attefted ) by Authors , concerning the 
iiupendioos Petrifications of whole Companies of Men, and Troops of Cat- 
tle ; by Avenunm lib. y> AnnaU Bo jorum ; by Parch as in his Pilgrimage p. 
42 6. in fol. printed at London 1 614. 2nd, (of a Troop oZSpanifh Horfemen) 
by Jof. Acofta lib. 3 . c. p. ' 

To all which , the Curious Dr.Beale now adds a Narrative of a Stone, not 
lonH fince t^kenoutof the Womb of a Woman of his neighbourhood neer 
Trent in Somerfcifhire , by incihon , and afterwards perfeSly cured, though 
fhe had born the Stone with extreme torments for 8. or <y. years. The ope- 
ration he relates to have been madein E after latt ; afrer which time , he af- 
firms to have feen the Stone , and weigh 'd it in Gold-Scales ? where it wan- 
ted fomwbat of four Ounces , but had loll of the weight, it formerly had , 
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being very light for a Stone of that Bulk, He further defcribes it to be of a 
whitilh colour, lighter thdn Aih-colour ; perchance (faith he) not unJike 
to that recited out oiScaliger by M. Poyli in his Bffaj of Firmnefs pag 238, 
qui a'eru contain jofica in gypfeam turn ffcciem ttmfirmltaiem cover ever at. 
it hadnodeepafpedtres, and had fomewhat of an Oval figure., ouc less at 
one end, thanaHen-JEgge, and bigger and blunter at the other, than a 
Goofe egge. 

This Stone (fo he concludes) is intended for the R^/d Society y with the 
Teftimoay of tteCbirnrgion) tnat performed the Operation, and other Wit- 
neffes of fpecial credit • wh:re alio will be annexed the manner of 
Operation, 

It appears by this hft claufe (to add that on this occauon) that this Well- 
wither to the Improvement of all ufefull knowledge , has taken notice of that 
considerable CcikQion of ' Curiofnies , lately prefented to the lately nam'd 
Society for their Re f of tor j , by that Publick-minded Geniieman Mr. 'D*~ 
ntclColwxlij a very worthy and' ufeful Member of that Body : To which 
Repertory whatfoevet is prefented as rare and curious, will be with great 
care, together with the Drnors names and their Beneficence recorded, and the 
things preferred fo: After-ages, (probably much better and fafer, than in 
their own private Cabinets;) and in progceis of Time will be employed foe 
can fide rable Philosophical and Ulefull putpoCes ; of which perhaps more 
largely in another place. 

A Relation 
Of a hind of ' Worms, that eat out Stents, 

This is taken out of a Letter, written by one M. ie U V*jt to M. Anzfttt^ 
to be found in the 3 2 . Journal des Scavaas • as follows. 

N a great and very ancient Wall of Free- Stone in the Beuedl&itts ALby at 
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with fo much Art in xhz Louvre i\n thefe cavities there is abundance of live- 
Worms^heir excrement, and of that Stone-dull, they eat. Between many 
of the Cavities there remain but leaves , as it were , of Stone, very thin, 
which part them. I have taken fome of thefe living Worms, which 1 found 
in the eaten Stone, and put them into a Box with ieveral bits of the Stone, 
leaving them there together for the fpace of eight dayes; and then opening 
the Box, the Stone feem'd to me eaten fo feniibly , that I could no longer 
doubt of it. I fend you the Box and the Stones in it, together with the living 
Wocm? ; and to fatisfie your Curiofity, I ihall relate to you , what I have 
obfexyed of them, both with and without a Mimfcoyc. 
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